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SUMMARIES 
In 1934 Helmut Hasse became Professor of Mathe- 
matics at GZjttingen. Hasse's attitudes and behavior 
during the Nazi period were representative of the 
ambiguous position of much of the mathematical com- 
munity at that time. Various aspects of Hasse's situa- 
tion make him appear to be almost the ideal example of 
the apolitical conservative and ideologically naive 
German academic in extremis. The purpose of this article 
is to present him as such an example. 
En 1934 Helmut Hasse devint Professeur de Math& 
matiques h Gijttingen. Ses attitudes et son comporte- 
ment pendant la periode nazie etaient parfaitement 
conformes h la ligne de conduite ambigiie, suivie 2 
cette epoque par une grande partie de la communautk 
mathematique. Plusieurs aspects de la situation de 
Hasse en font l'archetype de l'universitaire allemand 
conservateur, apolique et extrement nai'f quant aux 
problemes ideologiques. Le but de cet article est 
precisement d'illustrer ce point de vue en etudiant 
Hasse de plus p&s. 
In 1934 wurde Helmut Hasse Professor der Mathe- 
matik in Gijttingen. Gegeniiber der Nazis stellten 
Hasses geistige Einstellung und Benehmen die zweifel- 
hafte Lage in jener Zeit von vielen in der mathe- 
matischen Gemeinschaft dar. Verschiedene Seiten von 
Hasses Lage lassen ihn fast als ein Musterbild des un- 
politisch konservativen und ideologisch naiven deut- 
schen Akademiker in extremis erscheinen. Die Absicht 
dieser Arbeit ist ihn genau als solch ein Exemplar vor- 
zustellen. 
In 1934 Helmut Hasse left Marburg to become, at age 36, a 
Professor at Gijttingen. Hasse, who is still alive and rightly 
much honored among mathematicians, was a conservative nation- 
alist; in 1937 he applied for membership in the Nazi party. 
Hasse's attitudes and behavior during the period of Nazi control 
of the Universities were representative of the ambiguous posi- 
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tion of much of the mathematical community at that time. His 
case has surfaced in Constance Reid's recent book about the 
Gtjttingen mathematical community, Courant in Gijttingen and New 
York. However, there is unpublished material which apparently 
escaped Reid's attention, and which sheds considerable light 
upon the relationship of Hasse and mathematicians in general to 
the Nazi period [Papers of Oswald Veblen, Library of Congress 
Manuscript Collection]. Courant (himself a forced emigre), on 
meeting Hasse during a return visit to Germany in 1947, noted 
in his Journal: "Met Hasse. Mixed feelings" [Reid 1976, 2631. 
Indeed Hasse sought no alibi for his actions during the Nazi 
period; he was no vicar of Bray, nor, to use a marvelous German 
expression, a "Konjunktur-Karrierist." 
In fact, it is hard not to have mixed feelings about Hasse, 
a political conservative and brilliant scientist who apparently 
wished not only to survive but to do the best for his discipline 
in difficult times. 
In a taped conversation with Constance Reid around 1975, Hasse 
expressed his political creed as follows: 
My political feelings have never been National- 
Socialistic but rather "national" in the sense of the 
Deutschenationale Partei, which succeeded the Conserva- 
tive Party of the Second Empire [under Wilhelm II]. 
I had strong feelings for Germany as it was created by 
Bismarck in 1871. When this was heavily damaged by the 
Treaty of Versailles in 1919, I resented that very much. 
I approved with all my heart and soul of Hitler's en- 
deavors to remove the injustices done to Germany in that 
treaty. It was from this truly national standpoint that 
I reacted when the Faculty [at the first meeting after 
the war's end] more or less suggested that such a view 
was not permissible in one of its members. It was also 
the background for my remarks to the Americans [at the 
same time]. They were talking about reeducating Germany, 
and I said some strong things against this. It irked me 
that everything against Hitler was desirable, and every- 
thing that he had done was wrong. I continued to be a 
national German, and I resented Germany being trampled 
under the feet of foreign nations [Reid 1976, 250-2511. 
Hasse is referring to the DNVP (Deutsche Nationale Volks Partei) 
with which the majority of professors apparently sympathized 
[Ringer 1969, 201 and Chap. 4, passim. See also Mosse 1964, Chap. 
131. The DNVP played upon nostalgia (it advocated loyalty to 
the Hohenzollern as late as 1928); it was popularly referred to 
as the "Conservatives," and in standing for the primacy of Church, 
State, and private property, it was the party of the orthodox 
right. At the same time, from its inception the DNVP was in- 
fluenced by Vijlkisch and anti-Semitic ideologies, both of which 
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became increasingly influential in the party. Eventually the 
party collaborated with and then capitulated to Hitler. Especial- 
ly after its takeover by Hugenberg in 1928, it was the party of 
the elitist conservatives who thought they could use Hitler to 
bring the masses into line, and later found that they had been 
used instead to make Hitler respectable. The DNVP members ap- 
peared to be quite respectable; they were solid pillars of the 
community, neither fanatics nor hooligans. Yet, despite the 
anti-Semitism which was a feature of the party's program even 
in 1919, and with increasing prominence afterwards (in 1929 the 
party was closed to Jews), it continued to have Jewish and half- 
Jewish adherents. It may well be that this anomaly can be ex- 
plained by an inherent conservatism of established assimilated 
Jews who regarded themselves as German, especially in contrast 
to the East European immigrants. Men as diverse as Rathenau 
and Kapp had made this distinction [l]. The same sort of inward 
retreat might be said to characterize the orthodox majority of 
professors like Hasse, who as members of the DNVP, continued in 
Fritz Ringer's phrase "to exploit the antidemocratic and anti- 
modernistic implications of the mandarin tradition to the fullest 
possible extent" [Ringer 1969, 2141. Devoid of inherent republi- 
can sentiments and blinded by traditional prerogative, status, 
and political attitude, they were even unable to be Vernunftre- 
publikaner [republicans because "moderation" was the only sane 
and practical course to follow]. 
On April 26, 1933, the Gijttingen Tageblatt announced that six 
professors (among them Richard Courant) had, as Jews, forcibly 
been placed on leave. Courant had been head of the world-famous 
Gijttingen Mathematical Institute. Otto Neugebauer was appointed 
as Courant's successor, but served for only a day. He refused 
to take the oath of fealty to the new state and hence was sus- 
pended as untragbar. Herman Weyl, one of the most famous mathe- 
maticians of his generation, became acting director of the insti- 
tute and attempted to reverse some of the governmental decisions. 
Weyl's position was at best extremely uneasy, not only because 
of his philosophical opposition towards the rggime, but because 
his wife was Jewish. The previous year Weyl had turned down an 
offer from Abraham Flexner to join the Institute for Advanced 
Study in Princeton. Negotiations were reopened, and by Christmas 
he was in the United States. Before leaving, Weyl urged Hasse 
to accept a call to Giittingen. Both Weyl and Courant believed 
that Hasse, a political conservative and a first-class mathe- 
matician with no immediate Jewish relations, was exactly the sort 
of person who might be acceptable to the Nazi rggime and expected 
to uphold the attingen mathematical tradition. 
By Easter of 1934 Hasse had indeed been called to Gijttingen 
and was negotiating his acceptance. On Easter Tuesday, 1934, the 
prominent German mathematician Ludwig Bieberbach, who also be- 
came a prominent pro-Nazi force in German University life, gave 
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a speech at the Technische Hochschule in Berlin, entitled (when 
published) "Pers&lichkeitsstruktur und Mathematisches Schaffen" 
[The structure of Personality and Mathematical Creation] in 
which, to quote the newspaper report (of April 8) in Deutsche 
Zukunft, "he seems to show that the teaching of Blood and Race 
also applies here, and places the most abstract of sciences 
beneath the total state" [2]. In the same year Bieberbach [1934] 
also published another article with similar aim in the Proceed- 
ings of the Berlin Academy, entitled "Stilarten Mathematischen 
Schaffens" [Styles of Mathematical Creation]. Bieberbach's point 
of departure was the SS-organized boycott of lectures by the 
German Jewish mathematician Edmund Landau the preceding fall. 
Here is Courant's description of the event in a letter to Abraham 
Flexner: 
The following event is characteristic of the course 
of things. Professor Landau . . . went to start his 
lectures last week. In front of his lecture hall were 
some seventy students, partly in S.S. uniforms, but in- 
side not a soul. Every student who wanted to enter was 
prevented from doing so by the commander of the boycott 
[Werner Weber who had once been Landau's Assistent]. 
Landau went to his office and received a call from a 
representative of the Nazi students, who told him that 
Aryan students want Aryan mathematics and not Jewish 
mathematics and requested him to refrain from giving 
lectures.... The speaker for the students is a very 
young, scientifically gifted man, but completely 
muddled and notoriously crazy. It seems certain that 
in the background there are much more authoritative 
people who rather openly favor the destruction of Gijt- 
tingen mathematics and science [Reid 1976, 155-1561. 
It is perhaps of interest that Landau was socially prominent 
as well; he is listed in the Reichshandbuch der Deutschen 
Gesellschaft (1930); his father was a well-to-do Berlin gyne- 
cologist; his father-in-law the famous microbiologist Paul Ehrlich. 
Essentially the same version of these events was communicated 
personally to me by the late Hans Heilbronn who had just obtained 
his degree under Landau. The "speaker for the students" was 
probably the brilliant young mathematician Oswald Teichmiiller 
who made fundamental mathematical contributions before disappear- 
ing in 1943 [Reid 1976, 155-1561. Bieberbach's lectures, which 
leaned on the racial-typological theories of the Marburg Nazi 
psychologist E. R. Jaensch, caused a stir abroad. Distinguished 
foreign mathematicians such as Harald Bohr (in Copenhagen), Oswald 
Veblen (in Princeton), and G. H. Hardy (in Cambridge) publicly 
denounced the ideas expressed. Bohr's protest in particular led 
to an incident which became a focus of the early attempt to Nazify 
German mathematics. 
50 S. L. Segal HM7 
On May 16, Bohr initiated a correspondence with Hasse on the 
subject. Most of this correspondence is contained in the un- 
published papers of Oswald Veblen in the Library of Congress 
[Veblen papers, Bohr folder. The papers are otherwise uncata- 
logued. Dates of all letters cited are in the text]. Bohr 
apparently hoped that Hasse, who was taking over the Institute 
at Gdttingen where the Landau incident had occurred, would take 
a strong stand against Bieberbach. Hasse replied from Marburq 
on June 6 with apologies for not answering sooner, blaming "diffi- 
culties in connection with my taking over the position in Gtittin- 
qen, which have affected me both outwardly and inwardly" [letters 
between Hasse and Bohr were written in German, between Bohr and 
Veblen in English; all English direct quotations from a German 
original (here and elsewhere) are my translations]. Be then 
suggested that the pedagogical suitability of Landau's rather 
distinctive mathematical style, which had been attacked by 
Bieberbach, was a matter on which individuals might well differ. 
However, Hasse rejected Bieberbach's preoccupation with "blood 
and race" and instead sought to explain individual stylistic 
differences in t.erms of "environment and education." Hasse went 
on to say that the press reports of Bieberbach's lecture were 
inaccurate (a claim also made by Bieberbach, but refuted by the 
published lecture). In the last sentence of the letter he de- 
clared that he was unable to take a personal stand on the issues 
raised by Bieberbach's lecture. 
One of the difficulties which Hasse had to face at the time 
was Bieberbach's wish to attack Bohr's protest with a denuncia- 
tion in the official journal of the German Mathematical Society. 
The editors were Bieberbach, Hasse, and Konrad Knopp, and although 
Hasse and Knopp protested that this was an inappropriate use of 
the journal, Bieberbach's letter, dated May 21, was finally 
published. 
On June 9, Bohr replied to Hasse's letter (of June 6) in which 
the latter attempted to trivialize the matter of Bieberbach's 
lecture by regarding it as a discussion about style. Bohr pointed 
out that it is one thing to discuss stylistic differences, and 
another to draw the sort of consequences therefrom which Bieber- 
bath did (such as the necessary rejection of Landau). Bohr called 
Hasse's stylistic discussion a red herring, expressed his astonish 
ment that Hasse was unable to take a personal stand and enclosed 
a copy of Veblen's "open letter" of protest against Bieberbach's 
ideas (written May 19). 
Hasse replied on June 11. He asked Bohr "most heartfeltly" 
not to take ill his refusal to take a personal stand, adding "I 
can explain the grounds which move me thereto only very badly in 
a letter. They are connected in any case with my present situa- 
tion and also with the events in Gijttingen at the end of May, of 
which you perhaps have heard." He agreed that matters of peda- 
gogical style were not in fact the central issue, and suggested 
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that Bieberbach's statements were meant "mainly to raise ques- 
tions." Hasse then earnestly asked Bohr "because of the [un- 
specified] ground indicated above" to "in no way make use of 
this, my letter, publicly and above all to leave my name out of 
the whole matter." In an additional remark,. probably referring 
to the editorial conflict over Bieberbach's as yet unpublished 
"open letter" to Bohr, Hasse noted that he had tried to make 
Bieberbach aware of the impression his remarks had made on many 
foreign and German mathematicians, although Bieberbach's business 
was ultimately his own. The letter then drew enigmatically to 
a close: "I believe an oral discussion with you would contribute 
much to clarification. Perhaps I shall make a lecture trip in 
the autumn, and could come to Copenhagen, either on my way to 
or from Helsinki. I would be very happy to meet you there and 
to speak then in more detail." 
What Hasse feared was unclear; his behavior may simply have 
reflected a desire to do nothing that might jeopardize his ap- 
pointment. Such a desire would not necessarily have been moti- 
vated soley by personal ambition: it was important to preserve 
what one could of a famous mathematical tradition. This was 
precisely the reason Courant and Weyl had thought the conserva- 
tive Hasse the very man for the job. The verdict of the Gbttin- 
gen student magazine Politikon in 1965 may well be true: 
Many professors explain that they entered the [Nazi] 
Party because they wished to save what could be saved. 
By 1935 there was nothing more to save at the University 
of GBttingen, except perhaps that remnant of personally 
decent behavior which allowed some professors . . . to 
retain their positions out of fear that even more XS- 
philistines (NS-Banausen) would replace them [Politikon 
1965, 251. 
However, in 1934, this would have been far from obvious to a man 
of Hasse's political beliefs. It may be that Hasse also feared 
the possibility of a personal investigation which would reveal 
that he had a Jewish ancestor, thereby jeopardizing more than 
just the Gijttingen position. 
As to the unnamed disturbances in Gijttingen that May, Bohr 
asked Veblen to respect Hasse's wish for confidentiality, and 
added that: 
the situation in Gijttingen is really extremely absurd, 
as the assistants in the Mathematical Institute declined 
to give the keys to Hasse when he came as the official 
new professsor sent from the government. This is charac- 
teristic for the Fiihrerprinzip [Veblen papers, Library of 
Congress, Bohr folder]. 
In fact, the mathematician Erhard Tornier, long a secret Nazi, 
had been appointed to fill Landau's chair and to be interim Insti 
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tute director until Hasse's arrival in Gijttingen. Tornier had 
earlier worked closely with Willy Feller, the promising young 
Yugoslavian probabilist whose brilliant career was to be largely 
as an &migr&, first in Sweden, and after 1939 in the United 
States. Tornier had followed Feller to Kiel by appealing to the 
then Ordinarius A. A. Fraenkel (who was Jewish) that it would 
facilitate their continued mathematical collaboration. After the 
Nazi take-over of the government, Tornier revealed his true 
political sympathies. Apparently he played a major role in deter- 
mining Feller's "non-Aryan" origin, thus driving the latter away 
from Kiel. Moreover, in a letter to Fraenkel, Tornier seems to 
have admitted that he only went to Kiel in order to inherit 
Fraenkel's chair at the politically appropriate time, which he 
felt was coming [Fraenkel 1967, 154-1551. However, a far more 
prestigious position than Kiel was to be Tornier's reward. 
Certainly Weyl and Courant were right in thinking that a mathe- 
matician who happened to be a political conservative, like Hasse, 
should take over in Gijttingen. The alternative to Hasse was a 
political fanatic like Tornier who was only incidentally interested 
in mathematics. One cannot stress too strongly the difference 
between someone like Hasse who felt a duty to his profession and 
country to save what he could, perhaps hoping even to mitigate 
ideological interference, and opportunistic adventurers like 
Tornier. Tornier and Teichmiiller, then a student leader, kept 
Gijttingen mathematics in turmoil in the period preceding Hasse's 
take-over. In July, when Hasse came to Gijttingen in connection 
with his future appointment, he was greeted by a demonstration 
of pro-Nazi students [Reid 1976, 1621. 
However frightened Hasse may have been before the demonstra- 
tion, he would become even more so. On the "Night of the Long 
Knives," June 30, 1934, Tornier was to threaten Hasse directly. 
Here is the story as related by Bohr in his own English to Veblen 
on August 11, 1934: 
. . . Together with Courant, F. K. Schmidt, a col- 
laborator and friend of Hasse and an extremely bold 
and honest man, came to see me here [Fynshav] and 
told the whole history of Gijttinqen since the revolu- 
tion in all details. Being "Stellvertreter" there 
from the very beginning, he has played a prominent 
part in the whole development. He did his best to 
defend Hasse's whole behavior and in fact I think that 
he is right, that Hasse is simply extremely scared and 
not able to act as an ordinary human being in the 
present circumstances. Only to give an instance of the 
diabolic way in which Tornier (Bernstein's successor and 
"Vertrauensmann" in mathematical questions for the Nazi 
party and the government [3]) deals with Hasse I may 
tell you the following incredible detail. In the night 
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of the famous 30, June, Tornier wrote an express-letter 
to Hasse, who was in Marburg, telling him that Tornier 
thought Hasse's life was in danger (since his so-called 
friendly attitude towards people like Courant and Emmy 
Noether made him suspectible) and advised him strongly 
immediately to take the train to GBttingen and come to 
Tornier's hotel so that he could protect him--what Hasse 
did. Tornier's purpose seemed to Schmidt to be to de- 
stroy Hasse's personality but to keep him as a mathe- 
matical sign for G6ttingen. Tornier's next idea is to 
get Brouwer t,o GiSttingen. Schmidt told us that Brouwer 
was extremely pleased about the idea and was very much 
inclined to come; in this moment he discusses the fi- 
nancial terms with the Nazi-government. All we who have 
had the privilege of coming in nearer contact with 
Hilbert feel the idea of bringing Brouwer to Gsttingen 
perhaps the most dirty trick, especially as the people 
do not really believe in Brouwer's ideas of a new founda- 
tion of mathematics, but simply wish to liquidate com- 
pletely the epoque of Hilbert and his school. From 
Courant you can hear about the struggle in Gzttingen in 
all details [4]. 
There is very little to add in describing the events surround- 
ing Hasse's appointment to Gijttingen in 1934. If nothing else 
these events speak eloquently to the difficult position of serious 
academics at that time, whatever their political beliefs. In 1935 
the British mathematician Harold Davenport wrote Courant "... I 
gather that Teichmiiller, who was the ring leader of the opposi- 
tion to Hasse among the students, has become reconciled to him. 
Hasse thinks he is a quite good mathematician but I am unable 
to judge..." [Reid 1976, 178-1791. At the autumn meeting of the 
German Mathematical Society in 1934, Hasse was one of those (in the 
majority) who opposed the attempt by Bieberbach and Tornier to 
introduce the Fiihrerprinzip into the German mathematical com- 
munity [5]. By 1936 both Teichmiiller and Tornier had moved to 
Berlin, which became a center for those devoted to a racially 
conditioned mathematics. In 1937, Hasse applied for membership 
in the Nazi party. As he explained in an interview with Constance 
Reid: 
My endeavor at that time was to keep up GBttingen's 
mathematical glory. For this I needed the consensus of 
party functionaries at the university whenever I wanted 
to get some distinguished mathematician to fill a va- 
cancy in Gijttingen. Among these functionaries I had one 
close friend and one who was leaning towards helping me. 
They asked me to join the party so that they could help 
me better. It is true that I gave in and applied for 
membership. But on my application I put that there was 
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a Jewish branch in my father's family. I was almost 
sure that this would lead to my application being 
declined. And so it was. The answer, which I re- 
ceived only after the outbreak of the war, was that 
the application was not going to be acted upon until 
the war was over. In the meantime, however, I had 
been able to help several mathematicians who were 
having political difficulties at other universities, 
by offering them positions in GBttinqen [Reid 1976, 
2031. 
A. A. Fraenkel's memoirs, Lebenskreise, tell a somewhat dif- 
ferent, albeit second-hand story. Fraenkel says he was told by 
G. H. Hardy that Hasse was threatened by an unfriendly colleague 
at attingen with the revelation that he had a Jewish great- 
grandfather. Hasse then applied successfully for that peculiar 
distinction of the Third Reich: honorary Aryan, following which 
he entered the Nazi Party [Fraenkel 1967, 153-1541. In 1937 
Hasse seems to have advised Emil Artin (whose wife was half- 
Jewish and who was to emigrate in October of that year) that 
he could have his children, only a quarter-Jewish, declared 
honorary Aryans [Reid, 1976, 2031. Furthermore, Hasse was one 
of eighteen Gttingen faculty who, according to the Gdttingen 
Vorlesungsverzeichnis for 1938-1939 (winter semester), was a 
member of the National Socialist Academy of Sciences [Politikon, 
1965, 211. 
On March 22, 1939, Carl Ludwig Siegel wrote Courant: 
After the November pogrom, when I returned to Frank- 
furt from a trip, full of nausea and anger at the best- 
ialities in the name of the higher honor of Germany, I 
saw Hasse for the first time wearing Nazi-party in- 
signia! It is incomprehensible to me how an intelli- 
gent and conscientious man can do such a thing. I then 
learned that the foreign policy occurrences of recent 
years had made Hasse into a convinced follower of 
Hitler. He really believes that these acts of violence 
will result in a blessing of the German people [Veblen 
papers, Library of Congress, Siegel folder]. 
While Hasse displayed open adherence to the Nazi party, he 
apparently never involved himself in ideological extremes like 
those found in Deutsche Mathematik, the journal which was devoted 
to the publication of "Aryan mathematics". Also, as we have seen 
above, he was considered a "liberal" in his rejection of the 
Ftihrerprinzip as a governing principle for scientific societies 
and in his opposition to Bieberbach's desire to use an established 
official mathematical journal for essentially political purposes. 
Siegel's letter emphasizes what Hasse later indicated in his 
interview with Constance Reid: his primary political orientation 
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was one of intense nationalism. Hasse never seemed to have real- 
ized the qualitative difference between bourgeois nationalism 
and the Nazi program. He was not the only such professor, nor, 
as Helmut Kuhn has remarked, was the confusion that surprising: 
the conservative nationalism of the educated bourgeoisie had 
acquired a touch of resentment-filled radicalism which narrowed 
the distance between it and the Nazi movement. This, coupled 
with the condescension of the educated classes for the "plebeian" 
Nazis, and the politics of the "Harzburger Front,ll made it easy 
for a highly educated conservative nationalist who was not greatly 
concerned with political distinctions to view the Nazis as just 
a little bit further to the right [Kuhn, 19661. 
In 1945, Hasse was removed from his position at G%tingen, 
according to Fraenkel because of his party membership. G. H. 
Hardy apparently wrote a letter in June 1946 to the British oc- 
cupation authorities asking Hasse's reinstatement [Fraenkel, 
1967, 153-1541. Hasse eventually went to Hamburg. We know that 
Courant had "mixed feelings" when he met Hasse. Hasse was per- 
haps a typical example of the distinguished, conservatively 
apolitical and ideologically naive German professor, who, thrust 
into the ideologically charged situation of Nazi Germany, coped 
as best he could for the preservation of his discipline and 
himself. 
NOTES 
1. While Rathenau's attitude towards Judaism and his own 
Jewishness was complex, and developed through his life, one may 
note the continuing theme of "deutsch geartete und gezogene Juden" 
from 1897 to "Wfr wollen wie unsere VBter, in Deutschland und 
fiir Deutschland leben und sterben. MGgen andere ein Reich in 
PalZstina begriinden--; uns zieht nichts nach Asien" in 1918 
[Rathenau, 1965, pp- 91, 118, and 83-124 passim]. George Mosse 
cites Ludwig Schemann, a Pan-German racist and supporter of the 
Kapp putsch as declaring that Kapp distinguished between the 
native Jew and the East European immigrant [Mosse 1964, 2441. 
2. Bieberbach's lecture was published in 1934 in the series 
UnterrichtsblStter fiir Mathematik und Naturwissenschaften. The 
report in Deutsche Zukunft, 8 April 1934, Nos. 14, 15, entitled 
"Neue Mathematik," is generally accurate and somewhat critical 
of Bieberbach's not going far enough in the reviewer's opinion. 
The review is signed "P.S." 
3. There would seem to be a difference of opinion as to 
which dismissed professor, Felix Bernstein or Landau, Tornier 
directly replaced. What with the many dismissals it may never 
have been clear. 
4. The very distinguished Dutch mathematician and logician 
L. E. J. Brouwer was an ardent Germanophile and long-time friend 
of the mathematician Theodor Vahlen, an "alter Kampfer" who 
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became a Nazi functionary. Brouwer and Hilbert had strong differ- 
ences on issues affecting the foundations of mathematics which 
spilled over into personal animosities. No mention of this 
Tornier-Hasse incident is in Constance Reid's book; she speaks 
only of the July demonstration--"in the late summer of 1934, at 
the urging of other German mathematicians, who were disturbed 
by what had happened to mathematics in Gdttingen, Hasse had 
agreed to go back to that university; but his life was still 
being made miserable by Tornier and the pro-Nazi students led 
by Teichmiiller" [Reid 1976, 164.1 
5. See Jahresbericht der Deutschen Mathematiker Vereinigung 
44 (19341, Mitgliederversammlung in Bad Pyrmont, II Abteilung, 
86-88, and Bohr to Veblen, Sept. 18, 1934, in the Veblen papers 
as previously cited. There is apparently also a letter from 
Davenport to Courant reporting on the meeting in the Courant 
papers, see Reid [1976, 1691. The Veblen papers also contain 
a letter from Emmy Noether describing a report she had received 
of the meeting. 
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